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E D I T O R  S D ES K

Captains in classic poses
It was a case of putting a fresh face on an old idea: photographing the 16 AFL captains 
in old-style collectors' card poses.

D a v i d  A d a m s o n

I
f  you look hack at the champions o f our 

great game, the one common 

denominator was leadership. W hile 

some were notably courageous, many 

tremendously athletic and others 

particularly skilful, all were leaders.

T h eir influence was 

felt either through their words or their deeds. They 

were examples both on and off the field.

It is hardly surprising then that most of the game’s 

legends captained their club at some stage during 

their career.

A n  A FL captain is more than just the face of the 

club, he sets the benchm ark that other players must 

aspire to. T h e  captain sets the pace at training, he 

sets the example oft the field and is the inspiration 

on game day.

To celebrate the influence o f the 16 A FL captains 

o f 2002, the A FL  Record is pleased to present this 

souvenir edition incorporating a full-page collectors’ 

poster o f each of the club captains.

Each captain has been photographed in classic 

poses that hark back to the old-style footy cards. All are in full playing 

kit, including boots, socks, hom e shorts and jumper, making the posters 

genuine collectors’ items.

To continue the link with the old ways, AFL Publishing art director 

M ick Russell ‘hand-painted’ the images using computer technology. 

Som e of the colours, as in the past, are exaggerated in some instances, 

and subtle in others.

Again, with computer sleight o f hand we ‘placed’ the captains in front 

o f the grandstand of their hom e ground.

SHANE CRAWFORD: The Hawks’ 
captain plays his 200th game this round.

w
hile we had all the captains, we asked each of them  to 

com m ent on their leadership responsibilities. Here are 

their responses:

Mark R icciu to (Adelaide): “It’s a great responsibility to be given the 

captaincy of an AFL club and it means a great deal to me. Leadership is 

about setting the right example and setting a standard for the way the 

club should be led in the future. It’s about honesty and hard work.” 

Michael Voss (Brisbane): “You have a lot o f responsibility (as captain) 

and you are virtually an extension o f the coach in that you are helping 

the coach to achieve what he wants both on and off the field.”

(C arlton): “Leadership is about working hard and setting 

the example and does not rest solely with the captain. W e have 

certainly had a great core o f leaders at Carlton for a number o f years.” 

(Collingwood): “T h e main thing is you have to lead 

by example. You can talk, advise and direct, but 

unless you actually do the right things 100 

of the time, people invariably won’t follow' you.” 

(Essendon): “T h e  best leaders are able 

to inspire their teammates with K ith actions and 

words. T h e most important thing is that you earn 

the respect o f your teammates.”

Peter Bell (Frem antle): “G ood leadership is about 

setting an example and trying to do the right thing 

as often as possible. It’s also important to take a 

genuine interest in your teammates.”

(Geelong): “Leadership is so 

important, especially at a young club like Geelong, 

so it is imperative to lead by example on and off the 

field. It was an honour when asked to be captain 

and something 1 have never taken for granted.” 

(H awthorn): “Leadership is about leading by 

example. It’s about doing what’s right, not only for yourself, but also for 

the team. Leadership is also about extending yourself in all areas o f life, 

including sport. 1 believe leadership is a skill that you nurture and 

develop. Although some leaders are K im , many work hard at it. 

Leadership qualities shine when a team  is under pressure. It’s in times of 

crisis when a leader’s actions speak louder than words.”

A nthony Stevens (Kangaroos): “It’s all about K in g  a role model on 

and off the field and trying to do the right thing all of the time. You’ve 

got to lead by example. You can say all you like, but you’ve got to  say 

things the loudest with your actions.”

David N eit: (M elbourne): “Leadership is quite an honour. You never 

underestimate the privilege and responsibility associated with being the
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« appointed leader of a club, especially one like Melbourne that has so 

many great leaders in its history -  Norm Sm ith, Ron Barassi, Robbie 

Flower, Garry Lyon and so many others.”

(Port Adelaide): “It’s about doing everything in 

the right manner and setting an example for others to follow. W hether 

it be skills, weights or knowing your team rules or team plans, you need 

to do it to  the best o f your ability so that young kids who com e to the 

club know that’s the way it’s done.”

(Richm ond): “You’ve got to set a good example for 

the people around you. You should provide a voice for your players as a 

medium between them and the coach, so that you’ve got the respect of 

both parties. You don’t have to  be the best player, but if you play well 

you become a better leader.”

(St Kilda): “First, it’s about leading the way with your 

actions. T h en  you’ve got to get around to the other players and help 

them perform too.”

(Sydney): “Leadership is about 

always setting a good example. Leaders should 

take their role seriously. It is a big job, but at the 

same time, good leaders should also enjoy that 

responsibility. There is no point in doing 

something if you are not going to enjoy it.”

(W est Coast): “Leadership spreads 

across the whole playing group, whether you are 

the nominated captain or not. T h e leadership 

group at our club is still learning the role because 

most o f us are reasonably young. Fortunately, we 

have some experienced players about the place, 

like Ashley M cIntosh, G len  Jakovich and Peter Matera, who have 

been able to point us in the right direction.”

(W estern Bulldogs): “Leadership is all about setting the 

right example for your teammates to follow and leading from the front. 

To be captain o f an A FL club is a fantastic honour and something that 

is to be cherished and respected.”

A
fter receiving the images, M ick Russell designed the 

posters to  reflect th e style o f the classic footy cards. T his 

involved painstakingly recolouring every photo to  give 

it a hand-painted look.

“W e had a look through the old footy cards to  get the poses 

right. W h en  we were happy with the  image, we tried to  replicate 

the look and feel o f the old cards in the way th e photos appeared,” 

Russell said. “T h e  result is a vibrant poster that captures the

"To be captain of 
an AFL club is a 
fantastic honour 

and something that 
is to be cherished  
and respected."

-  Chris Grant

sim plicity and style o f the classic poses.”

T h e  players were equally impressed w ith th e concep t. Voss said 

that replicating the classic poses made famous by past cham pions 

o f the game was “a hum bling exp erien ce”.

Hird, Primus and Bell tix)k a more light-hearted approach, 

suggesting that the photos would be som ething for them  to  “laugh 

at” in future years.

Crawford, who this round celebrates his 2 0 0th  A FL  gam e when 

the Hawks take on G eelong, said he enjoyed being involved in the 

photo-shoot.

T h e  1999 Brownlow M edalist, who has been H aw thorn captain 

for the past four seasons, is pictured performing a drop kick, a skill 

that he said reminded him  o f his childhood hero, R ich m on d ’s 

Francis Bourke.

“1 wasn’t really brought up in the era o f the drop-kick, so most 

of my memories com e from watching footy on TV. I grew up as a 

R ich m ond supporter so 1 can  just rem em ber 

Francis Bourke executing th e perfect drop- 

k ick ,” Crawford recalled.

“My brothers and I used to muck around in 

the backyard playing k ick -to -k ick , but we were 

never m uch good at the drop-kick. It always 

seemed too risky to use it in ju n ior footy.

“W e don't practise the drop-kick at training. 

It’s a tough kick to master, m ainly because 

there is more room for error than a drop-punt. 

You ca n ’t afford to  make mistakes th at can  

affect the team .”

All the captains were especially keen to see how the posters 

would turn out, particularly Stevens who is photographed giving 

off a trademark handball.

“I’m not normally one for posing in front o f the cam era, but 

copying some o f the old poses was a lot o f fun and I’m pretty 

excited  to see how they’ll turn o ut,” he said.

R atten , who features in the traditional pose o f picking the 

ball off the ground, said he was honoured to  be involved  in 

the project.

“I really enjoyed the ph o to-shoot,” R atten  said. “It was a bit 

awkward at first trying the different poses, but after a w hile, it 

becam e more natural.

“T h e con cept o f  having current captains in old-style poses was 

a terrific idea -  full credit to  the A FL  Record.’’

(U n,i d u @ a f l f  m b l i s h i n g . c i n n . a u

In troducing  the A F L  cap ta in s of 2 0 0 2

Over the next 16 pages, we feature full-page colour 
posters of the club captains o f2002 in classic poses 
reminiscent of the old footy cards of the 1960s and 1970s.
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